"WeFjdell  post 


?J> 


1 


.".Wwsrysre 


October-  it 77 


2,5$ 


RECOUNT  ELECTSOH  RESULTS 

Buttons  mT-riiit       CoivOnvOnor'Zi^ 


Seiectboard  candidate  Anne  Zak 
hari  filed  papers  for  a  recount  of  the 
ballots,  which  showed  a  loss  margin 
of  69-o8  to  Maurice  Cole  in  the  rec^- 
ent  special  election  for  a  select- 
board  member  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  of  Anthony  Kavolis. 

Town  Clerk  Anna  Hartjens  was 
contacted  to  explain  the  recount  pro- 
ceedurc   The  candidate  must  file  a 
paper  signed  by  10  registered  voters 
asking  for  a  recount.   The  Town  Clerk 
turns  the  paper  over  to  the  Eoard  of 
continued  on  page  3 
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Shown  here  is  "The  Square",  a  charm- 
ing view  of  Wendell  Depot  in  the 
early  1900's,  complete  with  large 
shady  trees,  dirt  pathways,  and  a 
quaint  wood-railed  bridge.  The  Burn- 
ham  house,  on  the  left,  was  taken  in 
the  1936  Flood.  The  Dexter  House  and 
barn  is  seen  in  the  middle  of  the 
photo.  This  picture  was  furnished 
by  the  Wendell  Historical  Society. 


When  the  polls  closed  at  7:00  on 
Oct.  17,  one  hundred  and  fifty  voters 
had  braved  the  rainy  and  raw  election 
day  to  cast  their  votes  for  select 
board  and  school  committee  candidates. 

Within  moments  of  the  polls  clos- 
ing, after  the  road  outside  was  chec- 
ked for  the  lights  of  latecomers,  town 
clerk  Anna  Hartjens  and  the  ballot 
clerks  began  the  ritualized  count.   A 
small  audience,  attending  Police  Offi- 
cer Jay  Blackbird,  candidate  Maurice 
Cole,  and  Selectman  Don  Ellis  stood 
listening,  each  alone  and  silent,  to 
the  drone  of  the  count,  and  the  loud 
ticking  of  the  town  hall  clock. 

At  the  final  tally,  it  was  for 
Selectperson,  Maurice  Cole  -  69,  Scott 
Hunter  -13,  Anne  Zak  -  68;  no  blanks; 
For  School  Committee  Member  Mary  Ellen 
Easterbrooks  97.  53  blank. 

Within  the  sudden  rise  and  swirl 
of  voices  comae ntine  on  the  tight  re- 
turns, Maurice  Cole  was  solemly  sworn 
in  as  Selectperson. 

Ballot  officers  were  Joan  Burnett, 
Donna  Barnes,  Kathy  Becker,  and  Jackie 
Rlcketts. 
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Jed  Lc-dfi 

Ted  Lewis  is  new  serving  his 
eighth  year  as  selectperson  in  Wendell. 
Now  forty-eight  and  having  lived  in 
Wendell  since  he  was  five,  he  has  a 
broad  familiarity  with  the  town,  and 
has  seen  the  changes  that  the  sixties 
and  seventies  have  brought.   The  most 
obvious  change  has  been  the  reduction 
of  a  sense  of  community,,   "We  don't 
have  the  functions  up  here  like  we 
used  to,  you  know0  We  used  to  have  a 
lot  of  dances,  always  had  Old  Home  Day, 
used  to  have  Grange  and  suppers  and 
there  used  to  be  more  church  people*" 
"You  had  places  for  conversation,,  You 
knew  your  neighbor 0   You  don't  know 
nobody  no  more.  You'd  meet  one  an- 
other and  have  some  fun,  and  you'd 

get  talking  politics,,   You'd  have  more 

communitv  stuff*" 

As  a  selectperson,  he  tries  to 
do  his  part  for  the  town.   "I'd  give 
as  much  time  as  I  possibly  can.   And 

if  I  don't  have  an  answer  for  you  to- 
day, for  a  question  you've  got,  I'll 
get  an  answer,  somewhere „   You  may 
not  like  it,  but  I'll  get  the  answer 
anyway.   A  lot  of  people  just  let  it 
run  down  the  side  of  the  road.   I 
don't  like  thatu   There's  too  much  of 
ito"  And  he  likes  to  see  a  give  and 
take  of  ideas.   He'll  argue  either 
side  of  an  issue,  so  that  both  sides 
get  an  exposure*   He  doesn't  want 
someone  to  say  "...fYou  do  what  ever 
you  want  and  I'll  back  you.'   That 
isn't  good.   My  way  isn't  always 
right.   You  can't  do  thato  You've 
got  to  listen  to  someboiyelse's  ideas, 
then  you  compromise.   That's  what  I'd 
like  to  see,  is  more  boards  compro- 
mise 0"  And  he  wants  to  keep  personal- 
ities kept  out  of  the  decision  making 
processo 

Among  things  that  he  would  like 
to  see  in  town  are  town  offices  and 
increased  salaries  for  town  officials0 
He  knows  and  admits  that  "...as  soon 
as  you  start  offices,  you  start 
inconvenienceso",  but  feels  that  they 
are  probably  necessary.   He  feels  that 
we  need  space  for  the  files  of  the 
tax  collector,  clerk  '  na  treasurer, 
and  that  the  sele'ctbcard  needs  more   ^ 
space  for  meetings,  especially  if     A* 
there  are  to  be  visitors.   He  wants  tc 


see  the  salary  Increases  come  grad- 
ually, but  come  just  the  same,  "so 
that  you  can  keep  good  people  in 
office." 

He  would  like  the  School  Com- 
mittee to  keep  the  school  in  the  cen- 
ter of  town0   "The  school  is  well 
constructed o   We  can  use  it  for  Head 
Start,  Kindergarten,  something  like 
that.   Why  build  a  brand  new  one  when 
you've  got  something  just  as  good, 
and  you'd  keep  your  kids  in  town  where 
they  belongo"  This  is  just  one  more 
example  of  how  the  community  has  been 
reduced „   "The  more  things  that  you 

take  out  of  town. . „that 's  why  your 
Town  is  deserted.   You've  lost  every- 
thing,,  Everything's  going  out  of  town, 
Next  thing  you  know  your  Post  Office 
is  going  out  of  town.   You  won't  have 
rcthin~  " 

Th. -u.gr  he  regrets  the  loss  of 
places  whore  people  meet  in  town,  he 
is  wary  of  growth  in  town.   He  would 
like  to  see  the  growth  rate  slow  dowu 
He  thinks  that  by-laws  may  be  neces- 
sary.  The  big  problem  with  the  rapid 
growth  is  the  increased  costs  to  the 
town:  police,  fire,  roads  and  schools,. 
If  industry  were  to  come  in,  they 
would  have  tc  take  care  of  their  own 
water  and  electricity,  cut  there  would 
be  increased  costs  for  protection  and 
for  the  roads.   Too  much  growth  and 
the  town  would  have  to  deal  with 
sewage c 

He  also  see--:  growth  bringing 
changes  that  incur  cost  because  of 
State  laws„   You've  got  to  always 
have  outsiders.   That's  what  keeps 
a  town  growing,  you  know0   But  sooner 
or  later,  they  start  changing  things 
continued  on  page  3 
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ELLA    HEPERT   is    in  the   Athol  Hospital, 
Room   11 7. 

The   Erownies    of   Wendell  went   to 
Hamilton  Orchards   and    picked   apples. 


right  around.   jo  the  more  times  you 
change  things,  the  more  you've  got  to 
go  by  State  laws  and  codesc   *nd  that 
costs  you  more  money „" 

One  example  of  this  would  be  the 


"You 

get, 

get 


idea  of  a  Finance  Committee 
know,  the  more  committees  y 
the  more  problems  you're       get 
out  of  Boston,,   And,  it  cu;,.cs  right 
down  to  it.   How  big  finances  do  we 
have  in  this  town  that  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  can't  act  on  or  get  infor- 
mation about?  toe  do  have  some  small 
problems,  nothing  big  in  town." 

He  says  of  committe  uork  that, 
"You're  doing  it  on  your  own.   You 
can't  make  them  do  it.   To  do  a 
you've  got  to  give  a  lot  of  tim 

Ted  guarantees  to  be  forthright 0 
"If  I've  got  anything  to  say,  i  usually 
say  it„   Even  if  it  isn't  too  popular 0" 
And  "I  don't  believe  in  hiding  any- 
thing from  the  public e   I  don't  hide 
nothing.   If  you  heard  that  the 
Selectmen  did  something,  anybody, 
call  me  up.   I'll  tell  him  v-hat  we 
did.   They  have  a  right  to  know0" 
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RECOUNT"  CoNT. 

Registrars,  who  certify  it.   A  time 
and  date  is  set  for  the  recount,  and 
this  information  posted  at  least  24 
hours  in  advance  to  notify  the  publico 
The  candidates  involved,  in  this  case, 
Maurice  Cole,  Anne  Zak  and  Scott  Hunt- 
er, must  be  given  notice  by  register- 
ed mail,  or  by  a  letter  delivered  by 
a  police  officer,  not  less  than  3  days 
before  the  recount  meeting  that  they 
may  be  present  or  may  send  a  represen- 
tative to  the  meeting. 

"Itfs  like  a  trial trying  the 

ballots.  We  (the  Board  of  Registrars) 
are  the  judges",  said  Clerk  HartjeriSo 
Two  new  ballot  clerks  nay  be  chosen, 
unless  the  Board  of  Registrars  decide 
to  do  the  recount  themselves.   The 
proceedure  for  recounting  is  quite 
regulated;  however,  when  a  town  ele- 
ction is  involved,  rather  than  a  state 
election,  the  proceedure  may  be  a  lit- 
tle more  informal,  at  a  financial  sav- 
ings to  the  tcwn0 

Although  the  meeting  is  in  the 
Town  Hall  and  public,  only  the  rjocrv.*d 
of  registrars,  the  Town  Clerk,  the 
candidates  and/or  their  representa- 
tives, and  the  ballot  counters  may  be 
present  at  the  counting  table.   Also, 
if  anyone  interfers  with  counting  by 
excessive  noise  or  anyother  means, 
they  will  be  asked  to  remove  themselves, 
Each  ballot  is  seperately  examined  and 
the  vote  recorded  on  a  special  tally 
sheet.   If  a  ballot  comes  into  ques- 
tion, the  final  judgement  rests  with 
the  Board  of  Registrars.   The  final 
judgement  rests  with  the  Board  of 
Registrars.   The  criteria  is  the 
"intent"  of  the  voter.   The  Board  of 
Registrars'  rulings  are  binding  and 
any  appeal  must  be  directed  to  the 
Superior  Court  in  a  civil  action. 
After  the  official  recount  is  com- 
leted,  undisputed  ballots  may  no  long- 
er be  questioned.   The  ballots  are 
once  again  sealed,  with  the  exception 
of  any  ballots  that  are  marked  for 
further  scrutiny.   In  the  case  of  a 


tie,  a1  new  special  election  will  have 


to 
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by  Charles  T.  Smith 

In  times  of  rapid  change,  it  be- 
hooves us  to  consider  the  need  to 
preserve  the  past  as  our  leoncy  for 
future  generations.   The  Mass.  Hist- 
orical Commission  works  primarily 
through  local  historical  commissions, 
the  first  line  in  the  defense  of 
historic  properties.    By  majority 
vote  the  Town  may  vote  to  accept  the 
provisions  of  law  allowing  the  est- 
ablishment of  a  local  historical 
commission,  and  then  decide  upon  its 
size.   Members  are  then  appointed  by 
the  Selectmen  for  staggered  3-year 
terms . 

The  first  duty  of  such  a  comm- 
ission is  to  identify  and  record  the 
Town's  historic  assets.   This  inven- 
tory is  the  basis  for  future  action. 
It  does  so  acting  in  cooperation  with 
the  Town  as  liaison  with  state  and 
federal  agencies. 

This  inventory  becomes  the  basis 
for  action  through  the  State  Commis- 
sion to  secure  funds,  make  nomina- 
tions to  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places,  and  make  plans  to 
preserve  individual  properties 
(preservation  restrictions)  and  the 
historical  character  of  sections 
(historic  districts) .   The  last  two 
are  done  in  consultation  with  con- 
cerned owners. 

The  Wendell  Historical  Society 
supports  the  effort  to  establish  a 
local  historical  commission  in  the 
Town.   As  a  private  organization,  it 
can  not  qualify  for  state  and  feder- 
al funds ,  nor  must  it  be  consulted  by 
other  governmental  agencies  whose 
acts  mav  affect  the  Town. 

Thus,  a  local  historical  commis- 
sion could  enable  the  Town  to  keep 
the  winds  of  change  from  destroying 
the  distinctive  character  of  our  old- 
er homes,  many  of  whose  owners  wish 
to  preserve  them.   Such  preservation 
enhances  their  value  and  benefits, 
the  Town  as  well.   A  local  historical 
commission  could  coordinate  plans  to 
preserve  the  character  of  the  Town 
center.   (This  has  been  successful  in 
nearby  towns,  such  as  Royalston, 
whose  center  now  appears  on  the  Nat- 
ional Historic  Register.   Ed.)  Time- 


ly action  will  enable  us  to  know  what 
Wendell  has  of  distinct  historic 
value,  and  to  make  plans  to  preserve 
it.   This  will  make  the  Town  not  only 
more  conscious  of  itself  and  its 
place  in  history,  but  will  also 
increase  the  value  of  all  property 
in  the  Town. 

In  1981  Wendell  enters  upon  the 
third  century  of  coporate  life.   By 
planning  now  we  can  assure  that  our 
cultural  assets  will  be  known  and 
appreciated. 
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PHONES  f23-£53-5G50 

Several  older  hones  for  sale 
in  Wendell.   Priced  in  the  $?0's. 
♦Three  year  old  home,  lots  of 
glass  4  native  wood,  foam  insu- 
lation, 5£  acres.  Asking  $29,900.": 
*20  acres  for  sale  cheap.        I- 
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The    party    is    for  children  up   thru 
Grade    6  at   the    Wendell   Town  Hall. 
Monday   evening 
October   31 
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SELECTMEN'S    MINUTES 

Sept.    27.    197? 

7:00  p.m.    Pole   Hearing  -   Locke   Hill    ?1 

-  Location  approved. 

7:05   p.m.    Pole   Hearing   -  Old    Farley    Rd  . 

-  Location  approved . 

Oct.    4,1977 

Town  Clerk  Anny  Hartjens    was    present 
to  draw  a   name   for   the   Travers   Jury. 
Douglas   Johnson  was    drawn. 
The    Board    and    Town  Clerk   selected    bal- 
lot  clerks    for  the   Oct.    17th  Special 
Election. 

The   weekly   payroll  and    bill  warrant   was 
approved . 

The   progress    of   the    Chapter   90   road 
work  was   discussed.      If  all  goes   as 
planned    the   first   piece   of   the   Montague 
Road    project   should    be    tarred    next   week 
Road    Boss    David    Bardsley   reported    that 
he   needs   some    6"   perforated    pipe   and 
that   he    has    two   prices.      Northeastern- 
|2,73/ft.    delivered.      Penn  Culvert   - 
$1.95/ft.    delivered.      It  was   decided 
to   purchase   the   poles   from  Penn,   and 
have   Erving  Motors    transport   it   torn- 
morrow.      Approximate   cost   of   trans- 
portation is    $60. 

Oct.    18,    1977 

The   weekly  payroll  and    bill  warrant 

was   approved . 

The   Town  Treasurer  and    Town  Clerk  were 

present   to  have  a   short   term  note   for 

§60,000.  signed 

Signed  a  letter  to  Senator  Olver  asking 

him  to  assist  in  getting  $5,419.24  owed 

to  us  by  the  B  &  M  Railroad,  to  cover 

costs  of  fighting  the  railroad  fires 

in  April  1976. 


WENDELL  4-H  HORSE  CLUB 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Wendell 
4-H  Horse  Club  will  be  held  the  last 
week  of  November,  or  the  first  week  of 
December  for  any  intereseted  young 
people  ages  9-19.   For  children  under 
age  9,  a  "cloverbud"  horse  group  may 
be  formed . 

Areas  of  study  will  include  riding, 
care  and  feeding,  etc.,  of  horses  and 
ponies,  as  well  as  field  trips.   The 
4-H  leader  is  Lynn  Ready.   Anyone  int- 
erested in  Joining  or  helping  out  as 
a  leader  can  call  Lynn  at  544-3147. 

4-H  NATURAL  RESOURCES  AND  FORESTRY 

CLUB 

There  will  also  be  a  meeting  of  the 
4-H  Natural  Resources  and  Forestry 
Club,  Involving  both  theory  and  prac- 
tical skills,  on  the  last  week  of  Nov. 
or  the  first  week  of  Dec.   This  group 
is  open  to  ages  9-19.   For  more  info- 
rmation, call  Charlene  Shagnon, 

54*4-6702. 

************  ************* 
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Recently  the  stude 
River  School  were  treat 
prise  visit  from  a  well 
Trent  Arterberry  of  Bos 
pened  to  be  in  the  area 
ly  dropped  in0 

In  his  one  hour  sh 
the  children  with  an  ex 
mime  and  several  skitsn 
children  from  the  audie 
point  amused  the  childr 
a  white  face  and  glasse 
Len  Strauss.   The  kids 
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Part   II  by   Don  Stone. 

The    most   direct  way   of   relating 
to  your  new  assessment  will   be    to   com- 
pare  your  new   assessed   value    to  what 
you   feel  your  property  would    currently 
sell  for.      Any  assessed   value    in  ex- 
cess  of   full  value    is   grounds   for  an 
abatement.      A   second    comparison  would 
be    to    calculate  our  new   share   of   total 
taxes.      This   can  be   calculated    by 
dividing  your  new  assessed   value    by 
the    new   total  assessed   value   of   town 
real  estate    in  the    town.      Be   sure    to 
carry  this   calculation  out   to   5  dec- 
ibel places.      You  can  compare    this 
figure    to  what  your  share   was    in  past 
years   to  see   if   under  the  new  assess- 
ment your  share   of   taxes   has   gone    up 
or  down. 

Of   course,   you  could  also   look 
at  your  total    tax  bill,    but  doing   so 
could   be    misleading  for  several  rea- 
sons.     First   of  all,    the    total   town 
spending   is   down  almost    10£   this   year 
from  what   it  was    last  year.      This    means 
that  with  no   change    In  the   assessment 
base  all   our  tax  bills   would    be    10$ 
lower.      However,   as   will  be   explained 
below,    the    reassessment  will  also  af- 
fect   (probably  reduce)    the   amount   of 
taxes   paid   by   the   state,    the   MDC  and 
the   Utilities. 

If  you  feel  your  new  assessment 
is   not   fair  you  have    the   right   to   seek 
an  adjustment.      If  you   think  your  as- 
sessed   value  i«   too  high   (above   your 
fair  market    valuei    you  can  seek  an 
abatement   by  applying  within  30  days 
of   the   receipt   of  your  tax   bill.      If 
you   feel  your  share   of   the   tax   bill 
is    unfair   (    even  though  your  assessed 
value   is   not   in  excess   of  fair  market 
valu#,    technically  you  have   no  grounds 
for  an  abatement.      But  you  can  talk 
with  the   Board   of  Assessors    Informally 
and    they  do  have    the   power  to  adjust      ' 
your  assessed   value    for  subsequent 
years    (but   not   to   reduce   your  current 
tax   bill) . 

Full  value  assessment   has   no  ef- 
fect on  the    total   tax   to  be   collected 
—   that   is   basically  determined    by 
town  spending  as    voted"    in  the   annual 
meeting. 

However,    since   Wendell's   current 
assessed   values  are   only  about    10$  of 
full  value    (or   lower)   and   no  systema- 
tic  reassessment   has   ever  been  made       - 
other  than  adjustments    for   land    lm-      6 


provements  and    new  structures,    full 
value   assessment   will  effect  everyone, 
and    not  all   of    us   will  end    up  smiling. 
The   variables   involved  are   com- 
plex,   so  predicting   the    Impact  on  spe- 
cific  taxpayers    If  not  possible    until 
the   reassessment   has   been  completed. 
However,    this   reporter  will  go   out   on 
a    limb  and   project   that   the   relative 
share   of  town  taxes   borne   by  those   who 
own  the   older  and    "better"   houses    in 
town  will  find    their  share    up,    some- 
times  sharply,    while    those    in  more   mo- 
dest houses  and    in  trailers   should   re- 
alize a  decline. 

But  the   real   "winners"   seem  to  be 
"outsiders":    the    state,    the   MDC,   and 
the   utilities.      The   state,    which  owns 
about  k0%>  of   the    land    In  Wendell,    sets 
its   own  assessed    value   and    pays  a   sum 
in  lieu  of   taxes    based    on  the   average 
property  tax-rate    in  the   state  as  a 
whole.      Since   the   push  towards   full 
value  assessment   will  substantially 
reduce    the   average   tax  rate,    (the   sta- 
te's  relative   share   of   the    town  tax 
load    is    likely   to  drop  sharply   in  the 
future.    (Any  wonder  why  the   state   is 
pushing  so  hard    for  full  value  asses- 
sment?)     The   MDC,   also  a  substantial 
land    owner  In  Wendell,    sets    its   own 
assessed  value  at   its    1930's   cost  of 
$3.00  per  acre    (!)    so  with   the   new 
lower   tax   rates    (due   to   full  value), 
their  payments   will  also  decline. 
Finally  the   telephone  and   electric  com- 
panies  have,   according   to   the   Board 
of  Assessors,    been  relatively   over  val- 
ued   in  the   past.      Now   under  full  value 
assessment  will  pay  a   relatively  smal- 
ler share   of   total  town  taxes. 

What  all   this   means   for  the   rest 
of   us   taxpayers   remains   to   be   seen  when 
the   new   tax   bills   come   out. 

I    think   it   is   important  that  we 
(the   people   of   Wendell)    take  a   patient 
and    understanding  attitude    toward    the 
new  assessments  and   of   the   Board   of 
Assessors   who  have  worked    long  and   hard 
and    In  good    faith  at   this   complex  and 
difficult   task. 

Undoubtedly   some   peoole    will  feel 
dlsgrumbled  at   the  results   while   others 
will  be   relieved.      Some   adjustments 
will  be   needed   and   the  assessors   ex- 
pect  it  will   "take  a   few  years   before 
everything  gets    ironed   out."      This   pro- 
cess  need   not  be    bitter  nor  unpleasant 
If  we   recognize   that   town  taxes  and 
assessed   values  are   our   mutual  respon- 
sibllty   to  work  out.      The   Board    of  As- 
sessors   is   not  some   forlegn  agency  of 
the   state    imposing  all   this    upon  us; 


they  are  oar  elected   representatives 
who  have  given  their  best  effort   to  do 
a   job  that  we   must  have   done.      Now 
they  need   your  help  and    support   to   com- 
plete  the   work  they  have   started. 

Recognizing   that   the   new  assess- 
ments are   likely   to   create   a  flurry  of 
activity  in  the   town,    the   Board   of  As- 
sessors  will  announce  an  expanded 

series   of   open  meetings   which  will 
allow  an  orderly   review   of   the  assess- 
ment by  the   taxpayers. 

Also,    the   Board   meets   regularly 
every  Saturday  at   10:15  at   the   town  '  a 
hall  and   townspeople   have  always   been 
welcome  at   these   meetings,    though  up 
until      now   few  have  attended. 

In  the   next   issue   the    topic   of 
how   our  annual   tax  rate    is  established 
will  be   taken  up. 

Peace . 

Swift  River  students  of  all  grades 
will  take  a  field  trip  on  Novemcer  2 
to   the   Pratt  Museum  at  Amherst  College 
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Wendell  Library  was  chosen  by 
the  Western  Regional  Public  Library 
System  as  one  of  six  libraries  in 
Western  Massachusetts  to  recieve  a 
federal  grant  for  puzzles,  games  and 
toys.   Lois  Carey  administered  the 
t;Uwu  grant.   The  toys  are  reauy  to 
to  be  loaned  out  now  during  the  reg- 
ular library  hours. 

Among  the  items  that  were  select- 
ed are  various  puzzles,  puppets, 
blocks,  board  games,  horseshoes  and 
a  volleyball  set  for  use  on  the  Com- 
mon.  Librarians  Donna  Liebl  and  Lois 
Carey  attended  a  class  to  learn  which 
toys  were  appropriate  for  different 
age  levels,  and  which  ones  developed 
skills.   A  picture  catalogue  is  be- 
ing prepared  to  help  the  patron  id- 
entify what  is  available. 

rl ease  come  and  borrow  them  from 
12:00  to  2:00  on  Tuesday  or  Saturday, 
or  from  12:00  to  4:00  and  6:00  to 
£:C0  on  Wednesday. 


LOST,  a  hand  operated  rope  and  oval 
tail  muscle  toy  on  the  common  at 
Wendell  Old  Home  Days.   Please  return 
to  the  Wendell  Free  Library. 
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Wendell  residents  will  soon 
have  an  opportunity  to  participate 
in  art  and  craft  workshops.   Under 
the  initiative  of  Linda  Overing  of 
New  Salem,  a  grant  was  obtained  from 
the  arts  Extension  Service,  division 
of  the  Dept.  of  Continuing  Education 
in  Amherst.   The  grant  was  given  to 
the  combined  towns  of  Wendell  and 
New  Salem.   Representatives  of  both 
towns  have  met  and  formally  organiz- 
ed the  Rural  Arts  Program,  a  non-pro- 
fit organization.   This  program  will 
offer  children's  workshops  beginning 
in  late  October  and  adult  education 
classes  in  late  January.   The  Swift 
Fiver  School  will  provide  the  space 
/or  these  courses. 

The  key  to  the  success  of  the 
Rural  Arts  Program  rests  on  the 
support  and  volunteers  from  the  towns 
of  Wendell  and  New  Salem.   Children's 
Transportation  and  fund-raising  ideas 
are  the  immediate  concerns. 

Interested  people  may  contact 
Pat  Judice  at  544-3  529. 
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Recently  Claire  Stewart  of  the 
Wendell  School  Committee  met  with 
Town  Selectmen  to  discuss  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  schoolhouse  being 
turned  over  to  the  town. 

According  to  Selectman  Ted 
Lewis,  both  parties  agreed  to  keep 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee awhile,  longer.   Questions 
were  raised  as  to  the  possibility 
of  using  Lhe  building  for  the  7th 
and  8th  graders  attending  Mahar 
Regional  High  School.   Another  con- 
cern was  whether  the  population  of 
New  Salem  and  Wendell  would  increase 
enough  by  the  fall  to 
sary  to  transfer  ;orne 
Swift  River  Student's 
School. 

In  the  meantime  maintenance  and 
repair  of  the  Schoolhouse  is  in  the 
hands  school  Committee  who  are  find- 
ing ways  to  fund  the  project 0 
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In    the   middle    of  October  without 
fall   for  the    past    ten  years   a    unique 
event  has   taken  place    in   the   Wendell 
Town  Hall  which  ci-^aws    people    from  as 
far  away  as    Maine    and    Florida.      The 
celebrated    Coon  and   Turkey  Supper   is 
an  all  you   can  eat  affair,    sponsored 
by   the    Quabbln  District   Coon  Hunters' 
Association. 

For  one    hour  and   a   half    the    ?8   mem- 
ber  club  hosts    150  adults   and    more    than 
25   children   to  a   sumptous    meal   of    tur- 
key,   coon  and    all    the    fixings.      The 
turkeys   are   coiimercially  grown,    but 
the   coons   are   hunted    by   the    members 
and    their  dogs.      "Everyone   hunts,    ev- 
sn   the   women  and    children.      We   all  go 
out    together,"    said    Sec/Ireas.    Danial 
Bacigalupo.      "Everyone    comes    to   cook, 
too"    volunteered    past   president    Will- 
iam Golding,    who    is    responsible    for 
starting   the   annual  event. 

Asked    if   the   dinner  would    be    suc- 
cessful.   President    Ray   *'irth   beamed, 
"It's  always   a   success.      People    try   to 
talk   us    into   having   two  a   year." 
Next   month:    more    on   the    Coon 
Hunters . 


